
Complete Streets introduce a contextual component 
to roadway classifications by including a the land 
uses occurring along the street.

2.0
Typologies
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2.1 Functional Classification

Miami Gardens’ roadways utilize the FDOT 
Functional Classification system that categorizes 
streets based on characteristics oriented towards 
single-occupant motorized vehicles such as traffic 
volume, speed, and trip distance.1 These 
classifications are used as the basis for most 
transportation planning and design, but due to the 
sole focus on single-occupant motorized vehicles, 
these classifications are limited to one mode of 
transportation and as a result do not account for the 
experiences of all roadway users, including those 
using any alternative modes of transportation such 
as  bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit users.

Traditional functional classifications:

● Arterial - major roads used for regional travel or 
travel to major destinations; includes freeways

● Collector - includes roads that connect 
neighborhoods to major destinations or arterials

● Local Road - minor roads. Most are unclassified 
within FDOT’s functional classification system

2.2 Land Use Context

Mixed Use - a blend of land uses that may include 
commercial, residential, offices, and institutional. 
These areas experience high pedestrian traffic and 
accommodate multiple modes of transportation.

Commercial  - an area with a high concentration of 
commercial businesses; accommodates a high level 
of activity throughout the day

Neighborhood - a primarily residential area which 
includes limited non-residential uses

Institutional - an area with a predominant 
institutional use such as schools, religious centers, 
or government facilities. The type of institution will 
inform activities, type of users, and peak times.

Industrial - an area with a high concentration of 
industrial uses; peak times typically during the day

Land Use Contexts
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The roadway classifications under the FDOT 
functional classification are traffic-engineering 
oriented terms. For the purposes of this 
document, the following, more familiar terms to 
describe street types shall be used in the MIami 
Gardens Complete Streets Typology. 

2.3 Streets 2.4 Complete Streets Typology

LAND USE CONTEXT   +   STREET TYPE

BOULEVARD
AVENUE
STREET

MIXED USE
COMMERCIAL
NEIGHBORHOOD
INSTITUTIONAL
INDUSTRIAL
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The below Complete Street Typology references both 
the land uses of the context surrounding the 
roadway, and the characteristics and scale of the 
roadway itself. The following pages provide details 
about each type of Complete Street, and can be 
used to determine the type of Complete Street that 
will be improved by a project. 

Street - a one to two lane roadway and the smallest scale and most common of roadways within 
the City. Streets are typically used to connect neighborhood areas from driveways to avenues and 
boulevards.

Boulevard - a four to six lane major roadway, divided by a median, and used for traveling to and 
from major destinations or towards freeways for regional travel. This is the largest scale of roadway 
within urban street networks.

Avenue - a three to four lane roadway, sometimes divided by a median or including a two-way left 
turn middle lane. This is a mid-scale roadway primarily connecting neighborhoods to boulevards or 
neighborhood non-residential destinations.

Subsequently, Section 4.0 Design Guidelines 
provides designers and planners with an array of 
Complete Streets Solutions per Complete Street 
Type to assist in strategizing what design solutions 
are most suitable and of highest priority for the 
project.

MIAMI GARDENS COMPLETE STREETS GUIDELINES VOL 2: DESIGN GUIDELINES
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MIXED USE BOULEVARD

A 4- to 6-lane roadway divided by a median in a 
mixed use area. These roadways are likely to be 
utilized by travelers on longer distance trips of a 
regional scale.

These corridors are dynamic environments that 
accommodate both large-scale transportation 
uses such as major single-occupant vehicle, 
transit, and long-distance bicycle routes, as well 
as pedestrian traffic and activities due to the 
diversity of uses.

MIXED USE AVENUE

A 2- to 4-lane road divided by a median or 
two-way left turn lane  in a mixed use area.

These corridors must also accommodate a 
diversity of uses, but are less likely to include 
major truck routes and other regional travelers. 
These mid-scale roadways in mixed use areas 
provide ample opportunities for creating vibrant 
urban pedestrian centers due to their decreased 
intensity and interfacing with motorized vehicle 
traffic, but proximity to boulevards and 
larger-scale mixed uses.

MIXED USE STREET

A 1- to 2-lane undivided road in a mixed use 
area.

These corridors are the smallest scale of 
roadways in mixed use areas and will combine 
mixed use are characteristics with areas that 
transition to other areas of the City that 
surround the larger mixed use area. Mixed Use 
streets provide the least intensity of motorized 
traffic use, and may provide unique and safe 
opportunities for pedestrian and bikeways if 
parallel to boulevards.

Image source: NACTO Image source: NACTO Image source: NACTO
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COMMERCIAL BOULEVARD

A  roadway with more than 4 lanes, typically a 
6-lane road, divided by a median in an area with 
mostly commercial uses.

This corridor provides the largest scale of 
commercial uses and experiences a large 
volume of traffic that may include major truck 
routes. Major users include commercial users or 
employees, bicyclists and pedestrians 
connecting to major transit routes, and users 
connecting to a limited access highway.

COMMERCIAL AVENUE

A 2 to 4-lane road divided by a median or 
two-way left turn lane in an area with mostly 
commercial uses.

This corridor experiences mid-level volumes of 
traffic and may include small scale commercial 
uses that predominantly serve surrounding 
neighborhoods. These corridors provide access 
to major transit routes and are also better suited 
to bicyclists and pedestrians than boulevards 
for city-scale and lengthier travel.

COMMERCIAL STREET

A 1- to 2-lane undivided road in an area with 
mostly commercial uses.

This is the smallest of commercial corridors, 
and is often used to connect neighborhoods to 
commercial avenues and boulevards. They may 
also be seen as entryways to larger commercial 
complexes with freestanding stores near the 
roadway and larger box stores to the rear of a 
shopping center. 

MIAMI GARDENS COMPLETE STREETS GUIDELINES VOL 2: DESIGN GUIDELINES
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NEIGHBORHOOD BOULEVARD

A 4-lane or more road divided by a median in an 
area with mostly residential and small-scale 
neighborhood uses.

This is the largest corridor within neighborhood 
areas, and may experience peaks and lows of 
vehicular traffic due to few non-residential uses 
and use by commuters. These roads provide 
opportunities for residents to enjoy physical 
activity in times of decreased traffic, and access 
to major transit routes for commuters.

NEIGHBORHOOD AVENUE

A 2 to 4-lane road divided by a median or 
two-way left turn lane in an area with mostly 
residential and small-scale neighborhood uses.

These avenues are the mid-scale corridors in 
neighborhood areas. Due to limited instances of 
non-residential uses and being a smaller-scale 
corridor than boulevards, these avenues can 
support safer options for biking and pedestrian 
routes than can help increase physical activity. 

NEIGHBORHOOD STREET

A 1- to 2-lane undivided road in an area with 
mostly residential and other small-scale 
neighborhood uses.

These corridors are the smallest scale of 
neighborhood roadways. They experience 
limited vehicular traffic at lower speeds and 
provide accessible public space near homes for 
engaging in physical activities like biking and 
walking. 

MIAMI GARDENS COMPLETE STREETS GUIDELINES VOL 2: DESIGN GUIDELINES
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INSTITUTIONAL BOULEVARD

A 4-lane or more roadway divided by a median 
in an area with a prominent community-oriented 
or institutional use(s). 

These boulevards are major roadways adjacent 
to institutional uses. Major institutional locations 
have high demand for multimodal travel 
infrastructure, but boulevards experience higher 
speeds and traffic volume than other corridors. 

INSTITUTIONAL AVENUE

A 2- to 4-lane road divided by a median or 
two-way left turn lane in an area with a 
prominent community-oriented or institutional 
use(s).

Institutional avenues provide major access 
points for travelers moving to and from an 
institution. These corridors have high demand 
for multimodal travel infrastructure while 
accommodating slower traffic than boulevards

INSTITUTIONAL STREET

A 1- to 2-lane undivided road in an area with a 
prominent community-oriented or institutional 
use(s).

These streets are located near smaller 
institutional uses or in the interior property areas 
of larger institutions. At larger institutions, 
higher pedestrian and bicycle traffic can often 
be anticipated. These corridors may support 
small-scale transit within the institution and 
connecting to surrounding areas.

MIAMI GARDENS COMPLETE STREETS GUIDELINES VOL 2: DESIGN GUIDELINES



11COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PLAYBOOK

2.
0 

 T
Y

P
O

LO
G

IE
S

INDUSTRIAL BOULEVARD

A 4-lane or more roadway divided by a median 
in an area with mostly industrial uses.

Industrial boulevards serve a high number of 
large vehicles and often allow higher speeds. 
Due to the nature of industrial activities, they 
may have fewer peak traffic hours than 
commercial areas. These corridors are major 
routes for commuters traveling to and from 
these employment centers, including transit 
users and bicyclists.

INDUSTRIAL AVENUE

Typically a 2 to 4-lane road divided by a median 
or two-way left turn lane in an area with mostly 
industrial uses.

These avenues connect larger boulevards and 
destinations within the industrial areas. They 
accommodate large vehicles, but require slower 
speeds than boulevards. As employment 
centers, these slower speed corridors are 
preferred to boulevards for commuters and 
benefit from multimodal solutions.

INDUSTRIAL STREET

A 1- to 2-lane undivided street in an area with 
mostly industrial uses.

Industrial streets are the smallest and most 
common roadways in industrial areas. They are 
most likely to provide access points to 
businesses, therefore these corridors benefit 
from multimodal infrastructure that supports 
first/last mile trips, including bike parking and 
transit connections.
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